Patch test responses to Malassezia pachydermatis in healthy basset hounds and in basset hounds with Malassezia dermatitis.
The effects of the patch test application of Malassezia pachydermatis extracts were evaluated in seven healthy basset hounds and in seven basset hounds with Malassezia dermatitis. Antigens (4 and 0.4 mg/ml) and saline controls were applied for 48 h using filter paper discs in Finn chambers. One healthy basset hound and five affected hounds showed positive patch test reactivity to the yeast antigens. Positive patch test reactions were characterized histologically by mild epidermal hyperplasia and mild to moderate perivascular, periadnexal and interstitial infiltrates of neutrophils and CD3+ lymphocytes. Immediate intradermal test reactivity to M. pachydermatis antigens was seen in one healthy and one affected hound, whereas delayed intradermal test reactivity was seen in six healthy hounds and five affected hounds. This study indicates that patch test reactivity to M. pachydermatis antigen may occur in healthy basset hounds, and in contrast to delayed intradermal test reactivity, is more frequent in basset hounds with Malassezia dermatitis.